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“get your Llight sAine before others”

From the Pastor’'s Desk

I was looking over the list of articles for the April
newsletter. It was a healthy list, but nothing un-
usual; not really, and that is what made me think
the following:

In a world too full of people who care only about
themselves, | saw a wonderful list of articles that
shone with heaven'’s light of caring and hope and
vision. More than that, the same can be said for the
newsletter, month after month.

I hope you will not only read this April newsletter,
but also step back a little and just skim the head-
lines and photos. Step back and see that every
single article illuminates an achievement in serving
Christ.

You are serving God! We are putting a welcoming
spirit into concrete form with the expansion project
(I hope you will contribute as you are able — it's go-
ing to be great!) We held a Community Coalition
Sunday, a Memorial Service to comfort the family
and loved ones of Ryan Menkins, we ate chili for
good causes, we held our spring clean-up, we ate
(again!) at the Fishermen’s Breakfast to help Habi-
tat for Humanity, we watched the children delight in
an Easter Egg Hunt ... and that’s barely a third of
the articles in this newsletter!

It's clear that Jesus wanted the church in the world
for countless good reasons. Just count the good
reasons in this one newsletter in this one church for
starters. Thank you! ~ Pastor Doug
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Heifer Project Gift Fair-  Its Heifer Project
time! The Heifer Project Gift Fair will be held Sunday
May 2, 2010 in Fellowship Hall right after church ser-
vices! Rain or Shine . Noah says come on down!

There will be baked goods, food, games for the kids,
face painting, pony rides, moon bounce and fun stuff to
buy and of course the main part of event The Living
Gift Market!

The Living Gift Market is a chance to change the lives
of people. The gifts you can purchase include food
and incoming producing animals like goats, bees,
chicks and heifers. The animals go to hungry, rural
families around the world including the USA who are
working to improve their lives. Heifer Project also pro-
vides the training in care of the animals and in enhanc-
ing the environment. The gifts are matched to each
local environment.

Each Market gift gives over and over. Your gift of an
animal and training to an impoverished family impacts
the entire rural community. That family shares its
knowledge and the animal’s first offspring with another
family. And that family shares. And the next and the
next! In all this you find the gift of peace, the gift of
time and the gift of gratitude.

So gather up the family and invite your friends. Itis a
fun time and a great cause, helping people to help
themselves!

The Heifer Mascots Clover Hudson and

Jeremy have a new addition to the herd for 2010, a
Calf! See the new Calf outside Fellowship Halll

If you have a name for the Calf, please write it down on
the ballots that can be found in the entrance area of
Fellowship Hall. Be sure to include your name and
phone number!

Put your suggestion in the suggestion box outside Of-
fice in Fellowship Hall

We will want to get back to the winner to let them
know!



March Consistory Highlights

Paul McCarthy was approved to fill the remaining
Trustee term of Jack Leaman, who resigned be-
cause of a health issue.

Treasurer's Report: Envelope offerings for January
were on budget. February was well below budget,
partly because of the weather. The Capital Cam-
paign received $880 in February.

Pastor's Report: Next year's Ash Wednesday ser-
vice will be held with St. Peter’s Lutheran Church ...
Guest speakers will be here for Community Coali-
tion Sunday on March 14 ... Holy Week with the Lu-
therans will be a combined service here on Maundy
Thursday, and Good Friday at the Lutheran Church
... April 11 is Seminary Sunday ... Ryan Menkin’'s
Memorial Service to be held on March 13 ... Adult
Ed. classes slated for four Tuesdays in March.

CE & YM Report: Kelly Whalen resigned as Nursery
Care Coordinator (editor’s note: see article this is-
sue welcoming our new Nursery Coordinator, Deb-
orah Wetty.) ... Plans in place for Easter Egg hunt
... Children doing drawings and collecting loose
change to help with Heifer Fair ... June plans pro-
gressing for end of Sunday School, VBS, and sum-
mer Room to Read ... Chili Cook-Off to be held at
Lutheran Church, coordinated by Kathy Barry ...
Youth brainstorming about what to have in new
Teen Room. Michael Sinisi has sketched out some
of the ideas.

Elder's Report: Still searching for organist/
accompanist ... Mission Sunday went well, although
a little long ... Will look into a worship survey to see
what people want and like in the service.

Trustee’s Report: Some repairs done ... Peter Wil-
son will coordinate a safety clinic, so that we have
members ready and able to respond to an emer-
gency.

Deacon’s Report: Received 46 Commitment Cards
toward the goal of 100 for the Capital Campaign, in
order to receive the $100,000 gift. A letter and
email going out that contains a space for the actual
commitment amount over a three-year period.

Old Business: New wedding and funeral fees ap-
proved ... Because the financial picture for the ex-
pansion project is shaping up quite well, Consistory

approved some change orders, both necessary and
optional, that place the total cost at this point at
$306,000. The backup $200,000 construction mort-
gage has not yet been used, and will only be used if
needed. Yeager/Wilson family donated an historic
stained glass window from the church, which will be
displayed with backlighting in the new entrance area.

New Business: A new Venture Crew is being created
in the area through the Boy Scouts, and is considering
St. Peter’s as a possible meeting place. Peter Wilson
is the liaison with this.

Project Uplift Update

If you have not been to church recently (and many have
not) you will be pleased with the progress of our new
building addition. We hope to complete the basic con-
struction work by sometime in June and handle the
decorating tasks over the summer. | am particularly
pleased that Lisa Blue has taken on the decorating re-
sponsibilities, Don Davidson is going to coordinate the
painting and Bob McClimon will soon start the exterior
stucco work — it is really great to have people come for-
ward and pitch in.

On the financial side of this effort we have received at
total of 32 commitments to date for about $83k. Our
goal is to have 100 or more families offer a commitment
to this project. An additional 33 families pledged their
support by submitting a ‘Count Us In’ card. However
there are at least another 100 families that are active in
our church family that we hope to hear from over the
next few weeks. This project is the first phase of realiz-
ing our vision and long range plan to make our entire
church a vital community rallying point — both in terms
of fellowship and continuing our wide array of mission
work. If you have not already offered a commitment to
the Project Uplift campaign, please consider how your
family can join in the effort.

Fred Wookey



PACS Thank You

Phoenixville Area Community Services sent a letter
thanking St. Peter’s for our continued support of their
food drive. The letter says, “You are making a real
difference in the lives of many people in need, giving
them hope and a brighter future.” The PACS food
drive is one of the mission outreach programs of our
Sewing Circle.

New Faucet in Church Kitchen

There are many things that happen in a church’s life that
promote the work of the church, but go unnoticed. One
such act would have gotten missed, except for the curios-
ity of Pastor Doug. He saw that Steve Krasley and his
friend, John Frick, put a new faucet in the sink of the
church kitchen. We may not get thank you’s to all who
work behind the scenes, but at least this one didn't get
away. Thanks!

Good Samaritan Run

Registration forms are available in the downstairs of the
church for the 2" Annual Good Samaritan Run by the
River. This 5K run is being held on Saturday, May 15", at
9:00 a.m. All proceeds will benefit the Shelter.

Good Samaritan Wish List

GOOD SAMARITAN WISH LIST -

*One hour work for electrician and plumber

*ped sheets--single and double

*One foot wide (approximately) fluorescent light complete
with plug

*copy paper

*cleaning supplies, coffee supplies,trash bags, paper towel
and toilet paper -shower curtains -door locks and keys

Either deliver to Good Sam, or leave in church basement, in the

hall where coats are hung, and Wayne will deliver to Good Sam

(check that with Doug as to location)

Community Coalition Sunday

On March 14™, two guests from the Community Coalition
came and spoke at our worship service. Lindsay Myers,
Executive Director, and Moira Mumma, President of the
Board, shared with us the work of the six non-profit organi-
zations under the umbrella of Community Coalition in
Phoenixville. A special offering of $ 280.00 was received

Christian Ed. Volunteers!

Sunday School Monitors:

April 4™ — Easter Sunday - No SS program
April 11" — Beth Smiley

April 18" — Maureen Wookey

April 25th — Myers family

If for some reason, you are unavailable,
please check the master list that was mailed
out to you this summer (extra copy on the
Monitor clipboard in Narthex as well) and
switch with someone else on the list. Please
contact Pastor Susan or Kathleen Wachsmuth
about changes.

Sunday School Teachers:

Pre-K & Kindergarten Room

April 4" — No SS program
April 11" — Cherri Romano
April 18" — Denise Harlow

April 25" — Denise Harlow

1%t 2" & 3" Grades Room

April 4" — No SS program
April 11" — Carol Hughes
April 18" — Carol Hughes
April 25" — Carol Hughes

4" & 5" Grades Room

April 4" — No SS program
April 11" — Susan Bullard
April 18" — Susan Bullard
April 25" — Open

6™ Grade & Up Teen Bible Study Leader Coordinator =
Sarah Hackman

YOUTH NEWS:

Youth Group Meeting — our next youth group
meeting will be held on Sunday, April 11" in the
church basement 7-8:30pm. Bring your own bever-
age & games to share — snacks will be provided.
On the agenda is a review of our recent Chili Cook
Off event, planning for a Hoagie Sale fundraiser, a
local mission trip, a fun field trip, and checking in
on the progress of our Teen Room. Hope to see
you there!




Notes from Pastor Susan

EASTER EGG HUNT—rFollowing our worship service on Palm Sunday, March 28", the Sunday school pro-
gram hosted our annual Easter Egg Hunt. We gathered outside on the back lawn of the parsonage where our youth
class had scattered the plastic treat-filled eggs.

The children lined up and the hunt was on! Everyone from the youngest to the oldest participants went home with a bun-
dle of treats! Happy Easter everyone!

Special thanks to Cindy Warner for coordinating this event!

SS Spring Fundraiser— __ Beginning March 21° and continuing through April 25" — our SS
children will be collecting loose change to bring to their classrooms. We'll pool our money together at
the end of the collection time to sponsor an animal at the Heifer Fair. On May 2", at the end of SS and
before our parade, we’ll announce to the children which animal we’ll be able to sponsor.

This loose change collection is different from the money they are putting in their Arks. The Ark money
goes to Heifer International directly. The loose change we’re collecting in their classrooms will be
pooled together to purchase a particular animal(s) to send to a needy family. Please contribute to each
of these funds in whatever way you can. Thank you!

SS Ice Cream Social— on June 13", we’ll celebrate our annual Ice Cream Social follow-
ing worship. All are invited to join us. This year, we're asking for donations of items — please see
our wish list below to select your item(s) - 2 gallons of vanilla ice cream, 1 gallon of chocolate ice
cream, 3 cans of whipped cream, 3 jars of maraschino cherries, chocolate sprinkles, rainbow sprin-
kles, 3 bottles of chocolate syrup, bags of m & m’s, reeses pieces, chopped nuts, chopped toffee,
gummi bears. Feel free to contact Kathleen Wachsmuth with questions or to donate — she’s coor-
dinating this event. Thank you!




Ryan Menkins Memorial Service

Pastor Doug would like to thank all of our
members who helped with the Memorial
Service for the family and loved ones of
Ryan Menkins. The service was held at the
church on Saturday, March 13th. Over 300
people attended. With the help of our
members, the family and loved ones were
given the opportunity to honor Ryan’s life,
receive assurances of our faith, and gather,
both for worship, and fellowship downstairs.
On behalf of all the Menkins and Gail Wet-
zel, Pastor Doug thanks you, one and all.

Quick Note from the Bierer Family

A quick note to let you know that Bill and I will
celebrate our 50" wedding anniversary on Fri-
day, April 23, 2010. We will be joined by our
extended family and many friends for a “Hawaii
Five-O” anniversary party in Maui. Our newest
granddaughter, Alyson Nicole, 11 months,
daughter of Renae and Ted Bierer, will be bap-
tized that Sunday at the Keawala’l UCC Church
here in Makena, Maui. | thought our friends at
St. Peter’s would be interested in this news!
Best regards, Alice Bierer

Adult Education Series Completed

Pastor Doug would like to thank all those who
attended the March Adult Education series. A
Lenten theme carried through the four Tuesday
evenings. Because of the respectable turnout,
and because the Pastor enjoys teaching, there
will definitely be another round of Adult Educa-
tion classes in the fall.

SUPPORT LTS—sunday, April 11,2010, big things
are happening at St. Peter’s. It is the first of our two
Seminary Sundays, and an excellent way to see and be
inspired by some of our future ministers of the Lancas-
ter Theological Seminary. This Sunday we will have
Ms. Cindy Bovee preaching to us and showing us some
of the skills she is honing at the Seminary. “ Cindy is a
true leader at the Seminary” according to Keith Tussing,
Vice President of Advancement for LTS. We are ea-
gerly looking forward to hearing Ms. Bovee speak.

This is an excellent way to witness firsthand why our
support of LTS is so crucial in the development of pas-
tors who hopefully will minister to congregations all over
our region for years to come. Please come out and
show your support for our mission team and the Lan-
caster Theological Seminary

Jim Phillips
Chair of LTS Mission Team

If You are Unemployed

Pastor Doug is able to resource certain members of the
church who are willing to help guide you in the process
of finding new employment.

... Employers, please consider hiring qualified members
of the church who are seeking employment.

... Pastor Doug is willing to receive resumes in confi-
dence in order to act as a liaison with those in the
church who might be able to help.

Quick Notes from the Secretary -
Yoga stars up on April 12, contact AnnaMae Moore for more
details if you would like to join this class.

Adult Bible Study group starts up again on April 13 at Dottie
Raichle’s house. Please contact Dottie if you would like to
join the group so she can have enough books.

Please make sure the church office has the correct mailing
address, phone number, and email information for each
member of the family who would like to receive emails and
letters from the church. Thank you.

If you have not yet picked up your offering envelopes please
take a moment and do so. Thank you.

Please look over the prayer list and contact me for any re-
movals.




Report on our 4 ™ Annual Chili Cook Off

On March 20™, ten brave competitors put on their aprons, plugged in their crock pots, and the heat was on
.... 75 guests gathered with them in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church social hall for a night of fun, fellowship and
awesome food! At the end of the evening, a $50.00 1% prize was awarded to Scott Maguire , a $35.00 2™
prize was awarded to Tracy Neiman , and a $ 25.00 3" prize was awarded to Pete Wilson . Then, all ten
competitors split the remaining proceeds of the night and awarded $65.00 to each of the

Following: Habitat for Humanity, Bethany Children’s Home, Lancaster Theological Seminary, St. Mary’s
Shelter, Single Parent Assistance (SPA), St. Peter's Sewing Circle, Community Coalition, Good Samaritan
Shelter, Heifer Project International, and Room to Read. The Youth Group participated in the Chili Cook Off
and provided a “chilly” dessert, but didn’t receive any of the proceeds. Special thanks go to Kathy Barry for
coordinating this event!

1st place winner

Our Menu

Moroccan Chicken Chili
Gingrich Frito Pie

Tracy’'s Texas Style Buffalo Brisket Chili
Pork and Sausage Chili
Veggie Chili
Meatball Chili
3 Bean Chilly—(jelly beans in ice cream)
Winter White Chicken Chili
Italian Chili with Sausage
Chili Doggies
Heifer Hot Chili
Spicy Vegetarian Chili




AT HOME: Jean Phillips.

SHUT-INS: Mary Anna Kershaw.

OTHERS:

Bob Benjamin.

Florence Benjamin.

Doris Blue.

Diane Campbell.

Debra Casciotti, friend of Gwen and Don Davidson.
Bill and Carolyn Casswell.

Paige Cook and family, friends of Lee Ann Michener.
Helen Curran, Greg Wheelen's grandmother.
Rocco D’Andrea, friend of Mitch and Lee Ann Michener.
Annelisa Davis, granddaughter of Norman and Nancy Norris.
Don Detwiler.

Sharon Divis, daughter of Judy Smythe.

Molly Dixon, friend of Julia Barry.

Phyllis Emery.

Colleen Foster, friend of Gwen & Don Davidson
Kathleen Gardocki, Steve Krasley’s cousin.

Jeff Griffiths, serving in the Navy.

Will Grimshaw, serving in Afghanistan.

Evelyn Hall.

Michael Harlow, brother in law of Denise Harlow.
Jane Kent, friend of Kathy and Steve Krasley.
Ryan Kern, Pauline Kern’s grandson.

Eileen Kersher, friend of Carol Meyer.

Pearl Kessler.

Julie Kline, daughter of Paul and Barbara Hetrich.
Henry Martin, Erin Michener Martin’s father-in-law.
Robbi McDonald, soldier in Afghanistan.

Charlotte Meyer, Smythe’s grandmother.

Mitch Michener’s Aunt Petie.

Art Miller, friend of Carol Meyer.

Ann Morgan and family.

Pamela (Miller) Murphy.

Jacqui Neizer, daughter of Troy Neizer, is serving as a soldier in
Afghanistan.

Jenny Osborne.

Leila Page.

Joseph Patterson, Linda Johnson’s uncle.

Trey Piddington, a friend of Judy Smythe.

The Quaintance family, friends of Jean Humphreys.
Bill Rice and family, friends of the Wheelan’s.

Judy Rice, the Hannum’s daughter.

Wendy Robson, cousin of Gwen Davidson

Pam Russell.

Kathy Ryan, friend of Cherri Romano.

Callie Schopfer.

Morrie Shaw, friend of Gwen Davidson

Becky Smith.

Dudley Smythe.

Wayne Stidham.

Bill Stryker, brother-in-law of Barbara DeWilde.
William Sweger, friend of Don and Gwen Davidson.
JoAnn Thomson’s Aunt Florence.

Roger Valentine, Joan Johnson'’s brother.

Richard Wheelen, Greg Wheelan's father.

William Wilson, Peter Wilson's father.

Irv Wise.

Charlotte Woehr, friend of Irene Gilmore.
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Scout Recognition

Sunday, April 18, is Scout Recognition Sunday and we will beg®izing all
scouts during the service. If you are a scout of angmeration (Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Venture Scout3, et .would like you to:

--Bring your Troop flag to church

--Wear your uniform

--Meet in the sanctuary at 9:30 before the servica fanief run-through of
the ceremony

Please call or email Pete Warnea(nerpm@yahoo.coneell 267-718-
0778) ahead of time so that he can plan for the apprepretdcount.




