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Project Uplift 
(We are So Close…) 

 
Remember when you were in school and you got 
a ‘100’ on a test 
paper? You were 
on top of the world. 
Well we aren’t 
quite on top of the 
world yet with Pro-
ject Uplift but we 
are getting close. 
Our goal to fully 
qualify for a $100,000 gift over two years is to 
receive commitments from 100 St. Peter’s 
families. To date we have received commit-
ments from 95 families for just under $250k 
over this and the next two years. 95% is good 
but I know we can reach the finish line. At 
least 10 additional families have said that they 
are going to commit but just have not finalized 
their commitment and turned it in. 
 
The actual building project is moving forward 
very nicely. The elevator should arrive on or 
about June 17, the Cupola is on order, our St. 
Peter’s painting crew is hard at work and the 
finish carpentry should be underway within the 
next few weeks. By the time we resume Sunday 
School in the Fall the overall building should be in 
great shape. 
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Confirmation Sunday 
 
On Sunday, May 23rd, eight of our young people 
were confirmed: Tim Maguire, Julie Myers, Shelby 
Poston, Dylan Smiley, Sam Wachsmuth, Mitchell 
Warner, and Claire and Laurel Wilson. 
 
The eight presented themselves well, as they reaf-
firmed their baptismal vows, first spoken for them 
by parents.  Then these students played the role 
of teacher, as they answered various questions 
about our faith.  Finally, each kneeled for the lay-
ing on of hands and the “confirming” of the Holy 
Spirit upon them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mothers provided delicious refreshments 
downstairs after worship, including a Confirmation 
cake.  Thank you to Herman Nieuwenhuizen for 
taking the photographs and providing copies for 
the church and each family. 
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            St. Peter’s Community 
(Our Whole Church Family is Pitching In)  

Many of us have fond memories of our fellowship during the annual Ham and Roast Beef Supper. A ton of work 
and many hands were required, but it was a great opportunity to get to know each other. Well we have the same 
opportunity now with our current Sunday School expansion project.  Many members and friends of our church 
are coming together to lend a hand, some muscle, special talent or be a cheerleader. Here’s a partial list: 

· Bobby McClimon has just finished the exterior stucco – Bob and his whole family have a long history of 
helping with all of the plastering and stucco needs around our church. 

· Don Davidson is organizing the interior painting work – Don has been a stalwart craftsman with many 
projects at our church. 

· Lisa Blue is leading the Aesthetics Committee and doing a great job following up on the never ending 
details of decorating. 

· Hugh Lawson has taken on the challenge of refinishing our recently acquired colored glass window that 
will be installed in the Welcome Hall. 

· Our current painting crew composed of the entire Raichle clan, Albie, Tom, Scott, Danny and Tom as 
well as Albert Wachsmuth and Scott Maguire are quickly getting all of the new spaces painted. George 
Smith, a friend of Albie’s, also joined the crew. Albie is a great influence. 

·  Richard Mest has taken on the job of relocating and upgrading our water treatment and pressure system 
for the entire church campus. 

· Dan Sinisi, Gail Cavan and Brad Emery will be helping to repaint the existing spaces. 

It is really great to have so many folks involved and offering their time and talent to get the work done. When you 
join the crew you will take away some great memories – imagine reminiscing with Albie and Albert about times 
past in Chester County and our church and the unforgettable Hallman’s store! These guys can turn the clock 
back about 100 years or so it seems. 
We will have many more opportunities to help in the next couple of months. We need to move furniture,  
arrange classrooms, clean, set up displays – the list is almost endless. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 

Worship Survey-  
As you already have heard, via mail or email, the worship survey 
has been sent out.  Please be sure to fill it out and return it to the 
church.  This survey is not intended to change the nature of our 
worship, only to improve it, based on what the St. Peter’s family 
expresses through the survey. 

Dates and Reminders  
No Communion June 6th 

Last day of Sunday School June 6th 
Celebration Sunday June 13th 
Ice Cream Social June 13th 
VBS starts June 21st 
Pulpit Exchange June 27th 
�

�

  

Pulpit Exchange —On Sunday, June 27th, Pastors Susan and Doug will do a “pulpit ex-
change.”  This is the traditional term for when two pastors switch pulpits for a Sunday.  If 
you’d like to see Pastor Susan, and you’re in town, be sure to come that day!�

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – has been postponed for the time being.  
Details will be included in a future bulletin for a new date.  Thank you.  
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Passings  

Rebecca “Becky” (Schwab) Smith, wife of Roger Smith, 
passed away on April 15th at the age of 65 years.  Becky 
was an active member of St. Peter’s from a very young 
age. 

Phyllis (Hallman) Emery, aged 100, passed away on 
April 28th.  Phyllis was an active member of the church 
since 1941.  Phyllis was the wife of the late Earl Emery. 

__________________ 

Baptism  

On May 9th, Mother’s Day, Lucy Gay Miller was baptized 
during worship.  Lucy is the daughter of Sean and Linda 
Miller.  She was born on January 26, 2010 in Annapolis 
MD.  Linda is the daughter of Bill Denny. 

__________________ 

Bench Dedicated  

On Sunday, May 9th, after worship, a stone bench by the 
back entrance of the church was dedicated.  The plaque 
reads as follows: 

In loving memory of 
GAY SHILLADY DENNY 

JAN 6, 1938 – MAR 24, 2008 
Who found a home here at St. Peter’s 

Bill Denny, husband, shared words with the gathering.  
Also in attendance were the three daughters and fami-
lies. 

  
 

We have been members of the St. Peter’s family for 
about 8 years.  We are grateful for the deep friend-
ships that we’ve made and we continue to be excited 
about the future of our church. 
  
St. Peter’s has meant so much to us for many reasons 
but the congregation’s tireless support for the various 
missions has really connected with us.  It was because 
of St. Peter’s that we became involved with The Good 
Samaritan Shelter in Phoenixville several years 
ago.  Currently Dave serves as the Board Chairperson 
and Vicky is the Treasurer.  We are fortunate to serve 
on the Board with some passionate and talented peo-
ple including other members of the St. Peter’s congre-
gation. 
  
Vicky grew up in Bucks County and attended Temple 
University for undergraduate studies and has obtained 
her M.B.A. from Penn State .  She also holds a C.P.A. 
designation.  Vicky worked in public accounting and as 
a corporate controller for several years before becom-
ing an entrepreneur.  She co-founded a fashion design 
company with her sister called Modern Unity and is 
currently building a successful business as a skin care 
consultant for Arbonne, distributing botanically based 
skin care and cosmetic products. 
  
Dave grew up in Collegeville and is also a graduate of 
Temple University .  He has been a health and welfare 
consultant for 20 years and is a principal and co-
founder of Radnor Benefits Group.  His firm specializes 
in human resource 
and benefits man-
agement for mid-
market employers. 
  
We began dating 
while at Temple 
and will celebrate 
our 14th wedding 
anniversary on May 
18th.  We both en-
joy travelling, cook-
ing, wine collecting, 
playing golf and spending time outdoors.  We currently 
live in Phoenixville with our two cats, Samantha and 
Otis. 
 
—Note from editor 
—Read the Myers family profile on page 7—— 
Please send your profile to Wayne Freese to be included in a 
future newsletter.  We look forward to getting to know you 
better 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH NEWS  -  June 2010 

Christian Education Volunteers for June 6 th:  —This is the last day of Sunday School for the 
year – so please take a moment to say a special thank you to your child(ren)’s teachers.  We’ll honor them on June 13th 
during worship as well.     

Sunday School Monitor:   Yeakle family  
Pre-K & Kindergarten Teacher:   Tracy Neiman   
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Grades Teacher:   Maureen Wookey  
4th  & 5th Grades Teacher:   Patty Myers  
6th Grade & Up Teen Bible Study Leader:  Sarah Hackman 

 
Celebration Sunday and Ice Cream Social  – June 13th— On Celebration Sunday, we’ll rec-
ognize our Graduates, honor our SS teachers and Board of Christian Education, and enjoy hearing our SS children and 
youth sing their favorite VBS song “Awesome God”.   

Following the worship service, we’ll enjoy our annual Ice Cream Social in the church basement.  All are invited to join 
us.  If you have volunteered to donate items for this event, please drop them off in the church basement before worship 
on the 13th.  Thank you and many thanks to Kathleen Wachsmuth for coordinating this event.  

 
 

Room to Read Summer Reading Challenge : The Challenge has been made and 
we’re hoping you’ll participate in this year’s Summer Reading Challenge to benefit Room to Read.  
The goal this year is for each participant to read 100 hours over the summer months.  And you can 
use our Summer Sunday School time to dedicate toward your total.  Bring your own books to read dur-
ing summer Sunday school or you can listen to the stories read by adult leaders to the group and count that time toward 
your goal.  Forms and collection containers were distributed on May 16th – and there are extras in the church basement 
for those who still need them.  �
�

Summer Sunday School : This year’s format will be designed like a “Reading Corner” time in which our chil-
dren and youth can count this time toward their Room to Read Summer Reading goal.  They can bring their own books 
or choose from the shelves that will be available in one of our SS rooms where the adult leader will lead them following 
the Children’s message in church.  Pastor Susan has placed a container of selected story books along with the sign up 
sheet in the church basement.  Please sign up today for your reading hour with our children and youth.  Feel free to 
contact Pastor Susan with questions or more details.     ��
 
 
Youth News :  Youth Group Meeting – our next youth group meeting will be held on Sunday, June 6th in the 
church basement 7-8:30pm.  Bring games to share – snacks will be provided.  On the agenda is wrapping up our year 
and making plans for the Fall.  Hope to see you!��
�
�

Graduates—If you have a name of someone who will be graduating from High School or College  or Vo-
cational School please give the name and school to Pastor Susan or Tracy Neiman.  The graduates will be 
recognized during worship on June 13th. 
�
 

 

MORE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH NEWS ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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VBS: Faith Olympics – the Games begin June 21 st ! 

Preparations have been made for our VBS program to be held on June 21st-24th.  We’ll be participat-
ing in our very own Olympic Games of Faith.  Registration Forms and Music CD’s are now available 
in the church basement.  See our flyers throughout the building or contact Pastor Susan with ques-
tions or to volunteer to help out! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School Mission Project for 2010 : This year, our focus is on 
helping our church charities in the area.  We’re collecting “in good condition” children’s books, puz-
zles, board & electronic games, and sports balls to donate to local community charities that serve 
children and their families.  Everyone can help us by dropping your donations in the boxes marked 
“Faith Olympics Mission Project” that you’ll find throughout the building and in the Pastor Doug’s of-
fice.��
�

Vacation Bible School Donations Needed : The following is a list of items needed for 
our VBS week – since our focus this year is mostly on games, we’ll need some things that might be right around 
your house.  So, if you can donate any of these items, please contact Pastor Doug or Susan to arrange to drop 
them off.  Please put your name on items with masking tape and marker.  All items will be returned when the 
week is over.  

Sawhorses – four to eight of them 
               Barrels or clean large plastic trash cans – four of them 
               Traffic/Playground Cones – multiple  
               Heavy rope to be used for “tug of war” 
               Milk Crates or Wooden boxes – need four  
               Laundry Rope – need enough to put up two clotheslines 
               Any large items you think could be used for Obstacle Course Races 
 
 

We’ll explore God’s message of love, strength, 
and courage while we learn about using team 

work to be good  
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Olympic” Games, Crafts, 
Songs, Bible Stories & Skits! 

Healthy Snacks & Water Station 

Join Us for Fun in the Son! 
St. Peter’s UCC Vacation Bible 

School’s 
“Faith Olympics” is coming soon! 

Monday – Thursday 
June 21-24, 2010 

6:30 pm—8:15 pm�

Registration Fee $10.00 
For more information, contact: 

Rev. Susan Hanson # 610-393-6971 
via email at holylistener@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at www.stpeterspikeland.org 
Join our winning FAITH team - registration forms 

 & music CD’s available now! 
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AT HOME: Jean Phillips. 
SHUT-INS:  Mary Anna Kershaw. 
OTHERS:  
Bob Benjamin. 
Florence Benjamin. 
Doris Blue. 
Bill and Carolyn Casswell. 
Paige Cook and family, friends of Lee Ann Michener.  
Helen Curran, Greg Wheelen’s grandmother. 
Rocco D’Andrea, friend of Mitch and Lee Ann Michene r. 
Annelisa Davis, granddaughter of Norman and Nancy N orris. 
Don Detwiler. 
Sharon Divis, daughter of Judy Smythe. 
Molly Dixon, friend of Julia Barry. 
Suzanne Driver, friend of Karen and Peter Wilson. 
Colleen Foster, friend of Gwen & Don Davidson 
Kathleen Gardocki, Steve Krasley’s cousin. 
Jeff Griffiths, serving in the Navy. 
Michael Harlow, brother in law of Denise Harlow. 
Jane Kent, friend of Kathy and Steve Krasley. 
Paul Kern. 
Ryan Kern, Pauline Kern’s grandson. 
Eileen Kersher, friend of Carol Meyer. 
Pearl Kessler. 
Julie Kline, daughter of Paul and Barbara Hetrich. 
Fred Maguire, Scott Maguire’s father. 
Henry Martin, Erin Michener Martin’s father-in-law.  
Robbi McDonald, soldier in Afghanistan. 
Charlotte Meyer, Smythe’s grandmother. 
Mitch Michener’s Aunt Petie. 
Art Miller, friend of Carol Meyer. 
Lee Murdoch. 
Pamela (Miller) Murphy. 
Jenny Osborne. 
Leila Page. 
Trey Piddington, a friend of Judy Smythe. 
The Quaintance family, friends of Jean Humphreys. 
Bob Quay. 
Bill Rice and family, friends of the Wheelan’s. 
Judy Rice, the Hannum’s daughter. 
Pam Russell. 
Kathy Ryan, friend of Cherri Romano. 
Callie Schopfer. 
Lisa Smith, Linda Johnson’s nephew’s wife. 
Dudley Smythe. 
Wayne Stidham. 
Bill Stryker, brother-in-law of Barbara DeWilde. 
William Sweger, friend of Don and Gwen Davidson. 
JoAnn Thomson’s Aunt Florence. 
Richard Wheelen, Greg Wheelan’s father. 
William Wilson, Peter Wilson’s father. 
Irv Wise. 
Charlotte Woehr, friend of Irene Gilmore. 
Loved ones of Roger Valentine. 
Loved ones of Phyllis Emery.   



 

 

 

Our family have been members of St. Peters for over 50 years, starting with Patty’s grandparents, Bob and 
Florence Benjamin. All five of the Benjamin children Bobby, twins Richard and Ronald and 2nd set of twin 
Ed and Eileen were all baptized and confirmed at St. Peters UCC.  So our family history runs very deep here 
at St. Peters!! 

Patty’s parents, Eileen (Benjamin/Lupold) and the late G. Roy Lupold were married here back in 1967. Ei-
leen then remarried in 1983 to Bob Biddle.  Bob is currently a Deacon on Consistory. Patty was baptized 
here in 1969, and confirmed here in 1982. Mark and Patty were married here in 1989. Mark joined the 
church in 1992, while we were expecting our first child.  All three of our children (Austin, Julie and Alec) 
were all baptized here.  Austin was baptized by Pastor Paul Hetrich in 1994, then confirmed in 2006 by Pas-
tor Frank Lamson.  Julie was baptized in 1997 also by Pastor Hetrich, and is currently in the confirmation 
class.  Alec was baptized by Pastor Lamson, and will be in confirmation class in a few years. 

Patty has taught many different Sunday School classes here at St. Peters, but her main passion is serving in 
the kitchen, making the tasty snacks for VBS.  Mark has served for years as a Trustee on Consistory.  He 
also has been known to run games at VBS, participate in the spring and fall clean ups here at St. Peters, and 
attend to some stray repairs that are needed around church. 

We have definitely had our faith tested in the past three years, as Austin was diagnosed with a cancerous 
brain tumor.  Through many prayers, blessings and faith, Austin has successfully overcome this horrific 
event. He has proven his strength and endurance many times over, enduring many grueling tests, and proce-
dures during treatment and even after to make sure that no cancer or tumor cells are present in his body.  As 
of now he is 22 months clear of disease. Austin is set to graduate from OJR in 2011, and we are currently 
working on a plan for his future career. 

Julie is in seventh grade and participates in the middle school marching band color guard and indoor color 
guard.  She is in many honor classes as a seventh grader, enjoys school and new challenges.  Julie has been 
involved with Girl Scouts since kindergarten but has since decided that she is ready to move on to bigger 
and better things. 

Alec is involved with Cub Scouts and is undecided whether to go on to Boy 
Scouts.  He travels through life to the beat of his own drum, and very rarely is 
persuaded with peer pressure.  This presents challenges of their own, as he is 
unique and is not afraid to stand out from the crowd. 

We have resided in the North Coventry area of Owen J. Roberts School Dis-
trict since 2002.  We have a family pet, Raven, who is part Black Lab and 
part Chow. 

Mark is currently looking for a full time employment opportunity. While 
searching, he is working with a local roofing/siding company, which is where 
back in January he fell off some scaffolding and shattered his wrist. 

Patty was a bus driver for the past 10 years, and recently changed gears and is 
pursuing going back to school for Nursing, while working at Spring Mill Sen-
ior Living, just down the street from St. Peters. 

If we have not had the pleasure of meeting you, please feel free to chat us up 
at coffee hour!!! 
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Strengthen the Church UCC Offering-  On June 27th, the annual UCC Strengthen 
the Church special offering will be held.  The  Strengthen the Church Fund supports new and renewing 
churches, youth and young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership formation, especially among 
women and people of color. 
 
Waynes Mission Needed for Good Samaritan: single bed mattress only-- two single bed frames 
only -window air conditioners- pots and pans for the new house kitchen  - cleaning supplies for the new 
building: brooms, mops, and general cleaning supplies, large garbage containers,  microwave, utensils 
Please bring to church what you can, and let Wayne know 827-7581. 
�
�

Heifer Project raises $6,700- The Heifer Project Gift Fair held Sunday May 2, 2010 raised 
$6,700.  Each $5,000 gift provides training and animals to an entire community.  Enough to allow them to 
change the lives of the members.  This is the fourteenth year in a row that the congregation has suc-
ceeded in raising at least $5,000 for Heifer Project. Since 1994 St Peter’s Heifer Project Mission team 
has helped raise more than $127,000 for Heifer Project International. 
There were baked goods, food, games for the kids, face painting, and fun stuff to buy, Noah and his fam-
ily.  The weather cooperated and we welcomed the moonbounce and pony rides back in addition to fun 
outdoor games. Of course the main part of event, The Living Gift Market! 

The Living Gift Market is a chance to change the lives of people.  The gifts you can purchase include 
food and incoming producing animals like goats, bees, chicks and heifers.  The animals go to hungry, 
rural families around the world including the USA who are working to improve their lives.  Heifer Project 
also provides the training in care of the animals and in enhancing the environment. The gifts are matched 
to each local environment.  

Each Market gift gives over and over.  Your gift of an animal and training to an impoverished family im-
pacts the entire rural community.  That family shares its knowledge and the animal’s first offspring with 
another family.  And that family shares.  And the next and the next!  In all this you find the gift of peace, 
the gift of time and the gift of gratitude. The Heifer Project Team consists of more than 36 members who 
work to bring the Fair together.  In addition there are many contributions of baked items and food. 

Heifer Project is a great cause, perhaps you would like to get involved with the team? See Dan or Cindy 
Gorge to find out more! 
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June Birthdays  
Robin Shellhamer 6/1 
Ann Morgan 6/1 
Jessica Thal 6/1 
Raymond Merryman 6/1 
Donna Bassett 6/2 
Nancy Harvey 6/2 
James Bradley 6/4 
Isabella Griffetts 6/4 
Robert DeWilde 6/5 
Nick Warner 6/5 
Kathy Krasley 6/9 
William Denny 6/10 
Jim Kelly 6/10 
Dan Hennig 6/10 
Tim Maguire 6/10 
Ellie Stein 6/10 
Craig Alexander 6/11 
Scott Maguire 6/11 
Samuel Wachsmuth 6/11 
 

Jaclyn Stine 6/13 
Maggie Cottone 6/13 
Gail Wetzel 6/14 
Kathryn Kelly 6/15 
Pamela Benjamin 6/15 
John Gingrich 6/16 
Corie McLaughlin 6/16 
Nancy Norris 6/17 
John Stewart 6/17 
Doug Johnson 6/19 
Gail Cavan 6/21 
Laura Romano 6.22 
Colin Paul 6/23 
Madison Rovin 6/23 
Dan Raichle 6/24 
Kendall Johnson 6/25 
Samantha Wilensky 6/25 
Jonathon Booraem 6/25 
Jana Nuss 6/26 
Douglas Fedoryshyn 6/27 

Mitchell Warner 6/27 
Caroline Booraem 6/27 
Liliana Bauman 6/27 
Leila Page 6/28 
Sally Gale 6/28 
John DeHoll 6/29 
Paul Williams III 6/29 
Fred Wookey III 6/30 

June Anniversaries  
Gerald and Jean Ann Barney 
Douglas and Julia Beatty 
Ken and Barbara Emery 
David and Sally Gale 
Jim and Evelyn Hall 
Russell and Mabel Hanscom 
Sean and Denise Harlow 
Lance and Heather Heft 
David and Linda Theil Hewlings 
Paul and Alexis McCarthy 
Richard and Jan Mest 
McKendred and Reka Nance 
Fred and Jean Neiman 
Geoff and Janene Osborne 
Dale and Susan Reichenbach 


